:Many of you knOW me as many thmgs not all ofthem pollte Hovvever most of you also knovv

me asa reasonably Competent boat handler.

 few V\/ednesdays a o‘,I had the good fortune to spend
nearly 4 hours with a man named Ned Files who is a boat
& handling instructor. We met at 0830 and | got off the boat
at 1230. The course was conducted on Howard Dares beautiful
~ Hanse 40 Coorain (Thank you for your trust, Howard). Coorain, as
most of you are aware, is totally different from Under Capricorn
having a hi gher freeboard and bemg much vvlder and therefore
~ havmg more windage.
- Thedaywasa beautlful | knot Westerty, the potentla bane
of most of our lives as we all face North/South or vice versa.
, The course commenced with the skill of gettmg outofthe
~ pen. You may chuckle that "we can all do that”but how many of
- thmk about the influence of our propeilor on this manoeuvre.
~ We then progressed North of the wave attenuator and
~ worked on a shift in thought process, i.e tha fof ‘having the stern
-~ of the boat to the breeze and how much more control you have
in this position compared to head to wind. How many times

'* Jhave you sat head to wi ind oﬂly to have the wind take control of -
the bovv and give us a ||tt¥e angst (Note, not valid for hoistho e

;dropp ing sails)

; Once this point vvas reahzed we then pfogressed to usmg the ,
' engme to hold statlon and to turn the boat 360° totaHy within the

, Iength of the boat thus tummg your arm of the mar nai nto an

|ovely sai

\/Ve ¥ooked at usmg the engme and a line to get the bow or
stem toa 45° to, 902 angle to the marina without anyone except
me on board. | over simpli ify this process which took a good hour

to cover all the available techniques.

Finally, we looked at a maJor brain shift. Background thought
“All of those qusewho cruise or race have rafted up to another

 boat sdmetimes for days with no damage to either boat” The
other thought is that “a boat resting against another boat willdo
- no damage if: , "

. thereis no forvvard or backward movement of one boat on
- the other, or '
2. one or both boats are swtably fendered.
That said, why must we look on the boat next tous as a problem?,,

~ Why not look at it as an ally?

~Ifthe weather is such that berthing uncontrolled can cause
damage to either boat or worse to our crew, why not fender up -

~ the boat si ide of our boat and rest on our neighbour till we are

comfortable in gettmg ines to an appropr:ate cleat to allow us to -
either use the crew or engine to get us safely and snugly tied up.
We all do this each Cereberus, Queenscl iff, Stanley or any other

away from home tie up

They

~ tientand k

Couta boat belonging to Merella Curtis, underway in the BLISS series
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